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The original compulsory attendance statute was adopted in 1887. This statute was amended in 1903
and 1907 prior to the first Session laws for 1913 which we have available at OPL

The following table represents the changes to compulsory enrollment beginning with 1913 and ending
with the current version which was last amended in 1991.

Year | Montana | Ages for Excused from Enrollment Comments
Code # enrollment
1913 | 1100 8-14 Mental/physical conditions, schooled | Children ages 14-16
at home, distance is a hardship. required to attend unless
engaged in regular
employment or otherwise
excused.
1921 | 1100 8-16 Age 14+ and has completed 8" grade,
or wages are necessary to support
family; mental/physical conditions,
schooled at home, distance is a
hardship.
1949 | Sec. 1135 | 8-16 Age 14+ and has completed 8" grade, | Only change was to require
of RCM or wages are necessary to support that the school of attendance
(1935) family; mental/physical conditions, be a school "in which the
schooled at home, distance is a basic language taught is
hardship. English."
1955 | 75-2901 | 8-16 Age 16 and has completed 8" grade, | Change from 14 to 16 was
RCM or wages are necessary to support the only change, all other
(1947) family; mental/physical conditions, reasons to be excused from
schooled at home, distance is a enrollment remain.
hardship.
1959 | 75-2901 | Age 7 prior Age 16 and has completed 8" grade, | Also added requirement that
RCM to the or wages are necessary to support the child be 7 prior to the
(1947) beginning of | family; mental/physical conditions, beginning of the fall school
the fall term | schooled at home, distance is a term and not over 16.
and not over | hardship.
16
1971 | 75-6303 | 7 or older 1) enrolled in private school Codes were restructured
RCM prior to first | 2) enrolled with another school under | Changed age requirement
day of school | tuition provisions from "prior to beginning of
and has not 3)correspondence or home study fall term" to "prior to first




reached 16 or
completed
the 8" grade

under transportation provisions
4) bodily or mental condition
5) not in best interests of child as

day of school"
Added new excuses, deleted
wages needed and distance

determined by judge as reasons.
1973 | 75-6303 | 7 or older Same as 1971 Changed "or" to "and"
RCM prior to first
day of school
and has not
reached 16
and
completed
the 8" grade
1975 | 75-6303 | Same Same Only change relates to BPE
determining instructional
program.
1979 | 20-5-102 | 7 or older a) enrolled in private school Added (f)
MCA prior to first | b) enrolled with another school under
day of school | tuition provisions
until later of | c)correspondence or home study
age 16 and under transportation provisions
completed d) bodily or mental condition
the 8™ grade | e) not in best interests of child as
determined by judge
f) excused by Board of Trustees as
not in best interests of child who has
attained age 16.
1983 | 20-5-102 | Same a) enrolled in another school under Added home school
MCA tuition provisions
b) correspondence or home study
under transportation provisions
¢) bodily or mental condition and
can't be instructed under spec ed
d) excused by district judge
e) excused by board of Trustees as
not in best interest of a child who has
attained age 16
f) enrolled in non public or home
school
1991 | 20-5-102 | Same Same except deleted c) Special education act

deleted c).
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CENSUS 2000: Montana . -
Percent of Population 16 to 19 years Not Enrolled in School and Not a High School Graduate
Montana Average: 8.0%

114 0 7.9%
355 0 3.9%
123 0 14.6%
221 0 6.3%
6412 0 5.7%
274 0 6.6%
742 0 8.4%
22 0 13.6%
291 0 1.7%
409 0 11.7%
101 0 0.0%
336 0 18.2%
47 0 4.3%
2087 0 13.9%
587 0 6.6%
766 0 13.1%
661 0 11.5%
628 0 9.1%
212 0 0.0%
1981 0 6.9%
423 0 2.1%
175 0 1.1%
368 0 8.2%
348 0 15.5%
53 0 1.9%
460 0 5.0%
124 0 4.8%
64 0 3.1%
7246 0 8.2%
55369 10, 8.00%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF3), GCT-P11. Language, School Enrollment, and Educational Attainment: Montana Census Economic Information Center,
Montana Department of Commerce
301 S. Park Ave, Helena MT 59620-0505




pXuriooyIsiyou €002 Aein

SN'JWBIR)S 80JAWW0D 0190/ d1Y
snjw-ales@ols 0v/22-1¥8-90%

G0G0-0296G LN BUSISH "8AY YiBd 'S L0E
aiaWWc) J0 Juawpeda BUBJUON
J9JUS7) UOIIEWIOjU} OIUOUCDT B SNSUBY
:Ag pajesin

‘Jooyos ybiy papuse 1anau eaey Aew Asy) os ‘jooyos jo

.ino paddoip,, Asy} uaym Buiptebal UOLIBILD OU SI 818Lf) 18ASMOH
aq Aew adosd ssay ] "sejenpesb j00yos YBly Jou 81am pue JooYIS Ul PSJJOIUS JOU 819M O4M 8A0GE IO abe

souepuaje jooyss Aiosnduwiod jo spdoad sapnjour L1068)ed siy |

0, * e
:Mw"_wuf«, \ %6°C %Z'y
‘ S uosipen peayloneag
%00 %00 e
lsyen JBAlY Jepmod Ly SR & | "
o _%MM mww_uv %Ly %6°9
%e8 e mm;w ugeeD ava T oMoge e aon
; ey = . eNIS %S gger
%E’E %08 - W el - geAey
%} 8sno - Asjien gy Jojem uosiajer o
uojie 4 . wyog  USPIOO mcm , .
leusppssny - P HESUM
%ie . 1 s
KNEGI %EV
aleld %1E n_.somm_s_, L oeg
%E°€ PIoIED ,ﬁw_mc_.
uosmeq
s %6°L %16
%99 BU0DoIN sispues
' pueyory o et
gy ;
. yonesooy . . %0S %L} iy
L e hmy sdnug %6l %l'Y
%00 " %5 e e o pesyeld ujoour
uepusys . sjeiueq , - ;

JUBWUIEYY [BUONRINEST PUB "JUBWICIUT [O0U0S ‘abenBue '114-109 .ﬁmmwv € 8jid AlBWWNS 0p0Z SNsua) ‘neaing SNSU8) '§N 82IN0g

‘18YBiH 10 %G}
%6'¥1 - %0L
%66 - %S
%6V - %L 0 |

A i =m—_
G¢

ool 0§ 0§

SUON

ajenpeso [00yoS UBIH € JON
puE J0OYIS U} Pajjoiud 30N
uoljejndod jo Juddiad

'sjnodoup jooyss ybiy,, Se 0] paLsjal

"

ajenpesb jooyos ybiy jou ‘pajjolua JoN

ajenpeis jooyss ybBiH e JON pue Jooyds uj pajjoiud JoN sieah gL 0} 9} uonendod jo Juadidd
VNV.LNOI 000 SNSN3O

o, 0°Q :9beidAYy eURILON




